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NEBRASKA STATE RECORDS BOARD AGENDA 

Nebraska State Capitol 

Room 1507 

Lincoln, NE 

July 31, 2013 

9:00 A.M. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL 
   

2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEBRASKA OPEN MEETING ACT  

  The Act and reproducible written materials to be discussed at the open meeting are located in the back of 

the meeting room.  A copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the back of the meeting room. 

 

3. NOTICE OF HEARING  

   

4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA  

  a)   Action Item:  Approval of Agenda 

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  a)   Action Item:  Approval of May 1, 2013 meeting minutes 

 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

7.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT   

 

a) AGREEMENTS & ADDENDA  

 

1. Non-action items:  Electronic Government Service Level Agreements between Nebraska 

Interactive, LLC, the NE State Records Board and the City of Blue Hill, the City of Crete,  

Dawson County, the City of North Bend, the Village of Orleans, Phelps County, the Village of 

Platte Center, the City of Sargent, the City of St. Paul and the Village of Trenton.  Signed by 

Chairman Gale pursuant to Board authority. 

 

2. Non-action item:  Addenda (PayPort) to the Electronic Government Service Level Agreements 

between Nebraska Interactive, LLC, the NE State Records Board and the City of Blue Hill 

(Addendum 1), the City of Crete (Addendum 1), Dawson County (Addendum 1), the City of 

North Bend (Addendum 1), the Village of Orleans (Addendum 1), Phelps County (Addendum 1), 

the Village of Platte Center (Addendum 1), the City of Sargent (Addendum 1), Sarpy County 

Attorney (Addendum 5), the City of St. Paul (Addendum 1), and the Village of Trenton 

(Addendum1).  Signed by Chairman Gale pursuant to Board authority.  

 

b) PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS ANNUAL AUDIT OF NEBRASKA INTERACTIVE, LLC 

DECEMBER 31, 2012 AND 2011   

 

         8.    EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

a) Action Item:  NSRB Cash Fund Balance  

b) NSRB Grant Status Report   

c) Final Grant Reports – Hitchcock County Web GIS;  Dodge County Web GIS; Saunders County Web 

GIS; Garfield County Web GIS; Harlan County Web GIS; Greeley County Web GIS  

 

  9.    NEBRASKA.GOV REPORTS          

a) Harry Herington, CEO & Chairman of the Board, NIC, Inc. 

b) New VISA Transparency Rule – update  



c) General Manager’s Report 

d) Action Item:  Project Priority Report 

 

10.    ORIENTATION AND POLICIES/GUIDELINES SUBCOMMITTEE (Julie Beno, Chair)  

a) Action Item:  Grant Funding Recommendations 
 

11. DATE FOR NEXT MEETING  

  Wednesday, November 6, 2013 

  9:00 A.M. 

  Room 1507  

  State Capitol 

  Lincoln, NE 
  

12. ADJOURNMENT 

  Action Item:  Move to adjourn                                                        

 

 Updated 07/15/2013 
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NEBRASKA STATE RECORDS BOARD 

 
MINUTES 

 
Meeting of May 1, 2013 

 
Agenda Item 1.  CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL   

 The meeting of the Nebraska State Records Board was called to order by Chairman John A. Gale at 
9:05 A.M. on May 1, 2013, in Room 1507 of the State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 
 A Roll Call was taken.  The following Board members were present: 
 

John A. Gale, Secretary of State, State Records Administrator and Chairman;    
Michael D. Foley, Auditor of Public Accounts; 
Don Stenberg, State Treasurer;      
Scott Keene, representing the Insurance Industry;      
Carlos Castillo, Director of Administrative Services; 
Julie A. Beno, representing Libraries;  
Brian Buescher, representing the Legal Profession;      
Leslie S. Donley, representing the Attorney General; 
Mike Konz, representing the Media;   
Greg Osborn, representing the General Public 

 
Absent:   Brenda L. Decker, representing the Governor; 

   Ryne D. Seaman, representing the Banking Industry 
 

 Staff in attendance: 
 Cathy Danahy, Executive Director; 

Colleen Byelick, Legal Counsel; 
Tracy Marshall, Recording Clerk 
 

Agenda Item 2.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEBRASKA OPEN MEETINGS ACT   
 Chairman Gale announced that in accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, reproducible 
written materials to be discussed at the open meeting and a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act are 
located to the left of the public seating area. 
 

Agenda Item 3.  NOTICE OF HEARING   
 Chairman Gale announced public notice of the meeting was duly published in the Lincoln Journal 
Star on April 1, 2013 and on the state’s website Public Meeting Calendar.  The public notice and proof of 
publication relating to the meeting will be attached to and made a part of the meeting minutes. 

 
Agenda Item 4.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA  

  Ms. Beno moved to adopt the agenda as presented; seconded by Mr. Konz.   Chairman Gale 

acknowledged an addition to the materials provided for Agenda item 8.a.   NSRB Cash Fund Balance.  Ms. 

Danahy indicated the December, 2012 Cash Fund Balance report distributed at the February 13, 2013 

NSRB meeting has been amended and will need to be reviewed and approved by the Board. 
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Voting For:  Beno  Buescher Castillo  Donley  Foley 
    Gale   Keene  Konz   Osborn  Stenberg 

 
Voting Against:  None 
 
Absent:   Decker  Seaman        
 

The motion carried. 
 

Agenda Item 5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Chairman Gale asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the February 13, 2013 meeting.  Mr. 

Keene moved to approve the minutes; seconded by Mr. Osborn.   

 
Voting For:  Beno  Buescher Castillo  Donley  Foley 

    Gale   Keene  Konz   Osborn  Stenberg 
 
Voting Against:  None 
 
Absent:   Decker  Seaman        
 

The motion carried. 
 
 Agenda Item 6.   PUBLIC COMMENT 
             Chairman Gale asked the members of the audience if anyone wished to come forward to provide 
public comment on any of the agenda items.  No audience member indicated a desire to provide public 
comment. 
            

 Agenda Item 7.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

  

 Agenda Item 7.a. AGREEMENTS & ADDENDA 

 
 Agenda Item 7.a.1. Electronic Government Service Level Agreements between Nebraska 

Interactive, LLC, the NE State Records Board and the Nebraska State Patrol.    Mr. Brent Hoffman, 

General Manager, Nebraska Interactive, LLC explained the addenda and Ms. Sarah Millsap, Attorney, NE 

State Patrol answered questions regarding changes to the Electronic Service Level Agreement requested by 

the State Patrol.  Ms. Donley moved to approve the Electronic Service Level Agreement between Nebraska 

Interactive, LLC, the NE State Records Board and the Nebraska State Patrol as amended; seconded by Mr. 

Osborn. 

 
 Voting For:  Beno  Buescher Castillo  Donley  Foley 

    Gale   Keene  Konz   Osborn  Stenberg 
 
Voting Against:  None 
 
Absent:   Decker  Seaman        
 

The motion carried. 

 
    Agenda Item 7.a.2. Electronic Government Service Level Agreement between Nebraska 

Interactive, LLC, the NE State Records Board and Butler County, Village of Dodge, Foster Care 

Review Office, City of Syracuse and Village of Verdigre. Signed by Chairman Gale pursuant to Board 

authority. Mr. Brent Hoffman, General Manager, Nebraska Interactive, LLC explained the addenda.   
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Agenda Item 7.a.3.  Addenda (Event Registration) to the Electronic Government Service 

Level Agreement between Nebraska Interactive, LLC, the NE State Records Board and the City of 

Bellevue (Addendum 2), Douglas County (Addendum 3), the Nebraska State Electrical Division 

(Addendum 6), Foster Care Review Office (Addendum 1).  Signed by Chairman Gale pursuant to board 

authority.  Mr. Brent Hoffman, General Manager, Nebraska Interactive, LLC explained the addenda.  

 

 Mr. Hoffman will revise the Summary document for future addenda by removing the sentence 
“This fee does not include the merchant fees involved with processing the transaction”. 

 
Agenda Item 7.a.4 Addenda (Real Estate Payment) to the Electronic Government Service 

Level Agreements between Nebraska Interactive, LLC, the NE State Records Board and the Butler 

County Treasurer (Addendum 1), the Polk County Treasurer (Revised Addendum 1), Sarpy County 

Treasurer (Revised Addendum 1) and the York County Treasurer (Revised Addendum 1).  Signed by 

Chairman Gale pursuant to Board authority. Mr. Brent Hoffman, General Manager, Nebraska Interactive, 

LLC explained the addenda.   

 

Agenda Item 7.a.5 Addenda (PayPort) to the Electronic Government Service Level 

Agreements between Nebraska Interactive, LLC, the NE State Records Board and the Butler County 

Treasurer (Addendum 2), Village of Dodge (Addendum 1), Douglas County (Addendum 2), 

Lancaster County Community Corrections (Addendum 3), Sarpy County Sheriff (Addendum 4), City 

of Syracuse (Addendum 1), and Village of Verdigre (Addendum1).  Signed by Chairman Gale pursuant 

to Board authority.  Mr. Brent Hoffman, General Manager, Nebraska Interactive, LLC explained the 

addenda. 
 

 Agenda Item 8.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

 Agenda Item 8.a.  NSRB Cash Fund Balance Report 

 Ms. Danahy presented the Amended December 31, 2012 Cash Fund Balance report.  Mr. Keene 

moved to approve the December 31, 2012 Cash Fund Balance Report; seconded by Ms. Beno. 

 
Voting For:  Beno  Buescher Castillo  Donley  Foley 

    Gale   Keene  Konz   Osborn  Stenberg 
 
Voting Against:  None 
 
Absent:   Decker  Seaman        
 

The motion carried. 
 

 Ms. Danahy presented the March 31, 2013 Cash Fund Balance report.  Mr. Osborn moved to 

approve the Cash Fund Balance Report; seconded by Mr. Keene. 

 
Voting For:  Beno  Buescher Castillo  Donley  Foley 

    Gale   Keene  Konz   Osborn  Stenberg 
 
Voting Against:  None 
 
Absent:   Decker  Seaman        
 

The motion carried. 
 

 Agenda Item 8.b.  NSRB Grant Status Report 

 Ms. Danahy presented the March 31, 2013 State/Local Grant Project Status Report.    
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 Agenda Item 8.c. 2011 Final Grant Reports 
             Ms. Danahy presented the final grant reports received for the Plattsmouth Public Library and Real 
Estate Commission projects. 

 

 Agenda Item 9.     NEBRASKA.GOV REPORTS 

            

Agenda Item 9.a. Disaster Recovery Upgrade – (Progress update) 

    Mr. Jeff Shaw, Vice President of Technology, NIC, Inc. introduced himself and explained his 

background.  He outlined the new management structure and culture at the corporate level, going from a 

generalist model to a specific skill set staff model.   

 He said a major investment has been made in technology.  Vblock was purchased and installed in 

both Allen, TX and Ashburn, VA to help simplify infrastructure for Nebraska.gov, speed up the network 

and expand the capabilities offered to the state.  He said the internal network has grown from 1 GB to 10 

GBs.  He said Nebraska’s applications will be on the Vblock and their data on Oracle.  He said the total 

transition will occur by the end of the year.   

 Virtual firewalls have been purchased and each state will have their own firewall so they will not be 

affected by another state.  This will be accomplished by the end of the year.  All Nebraska.gov applications 

will be in both data centers so applications may be ran from the most effective data center at that time.  This 

will be implemented by the end of the year.   Regarding security, NIC has appointed a Chief Security 

Officer, Jane Holland.  Investments have been made to increase security within all layers of the 

infrastructure.   

 

Agenda item 9.b. New VISA Transparency Rule – Discussion   

Mr. Hoffman reported a meeting was held in March between Treasurer Stenberg and his staff, 

Jason Walters and Mr. Bill Van Asselt, Associate General Counsel, NIC, Mr. Somerhalder, Vice President, 

Portal Operations, NIC, and Mr. Hoffman.  They clarified the surcharge rules and the communication that 

had come from TSYS Merchant Solutions.  Currently the rules do not specifically impact Nebraska 

Interactive and how it is operating, but they do see some positive changes coming in the future.  Some 

states are introducing “no surcharge” legislation now that VISA is opening up to not charging convenience 

fees.  NIC staff and the State Treasurer’s office will likely have another meeting before the July 31, 2013 

Board meeting and continue to update the Board.   

 
Chairman Gale declared a recess at 10:25 A.M. 
 
Chairman Gale reconvened the meeting at 10:40 A.M. 

 

Agenda Item 9.c. General Manager’s Report 

    Mr. Brent Hoffman, General Manager, Nebraska.gov presented the 1st Quarter 2013 General 

Manager’s Report.  Mr. Hoffman introduced Ms. Jessica Evers,  Nebraska.gov’s newest staff member.  Ms. 

Evers addressed the Board.      

 

Agenda Item 9.d Project Priority Report 

Mr. Hoffman gave the Project Priority Report.  Mr. Konz moved to approve the Project Priority 

Report; seconded by Ms. Beno. 

 
Voting For:  Beno  Buescher Castillo  Donley  Foley 

    Gale   Keene  Konz   Osborn  Stenberg 
 
Voting Against:  None 
 
Absent:   Decker  Seaman        
 

The motion carried. 
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  Agenda Item 11. DATE FOR NEXT MEETING 

 Chairman Gale announced the next NE State Records Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

July 31, 2013 at 9:00 A.M. in Room 1507, State Capitol Building, Lincoln, Nebraska.    

 
         Agenda Item 12.  ADJOURNMENT 

     Mr. Stenberg moved to adjourn the meeting.  All members present signified agreement by saying 

“aye”.  Chairman Gale declared the meeting adjourned at 11:25 A.M.   
    
 
 
                               
       ____________________________   
John A. Gale       Date 
Secretary of State 
State Records Administrator 
Chairman, State Records Board 



Summary List  

Electronic Government Service Level Agreements 

  
Nebraska.gov submits these signed Electronic Government Service Level 

Agreements to the Board. The agreements use the approved template, and replace 

the original Interagency Agreements signed between these agencies and the 

Nebraska State Records Board. No action necessary. 

 

          NSRB Chairman 

          Signature 

 

Blue Hill, City of        7/2/2013 

 

Crete, City of        5/23/2013 

 

Dawson County        7/2/2013 

 

Hershey, Village of       7/12/2013  

 

North Bend, City of       5/23/2013 

 

Orleans, Village of        6/24/2013 

   

Phelps County        6/24/2013 

 

Platte Center, Village of       5/23/2013 

 

Sargent, City of        6/24/2013 

 

St. Paul, City of        5/23/2013 

 

Trenton, Village of        6/24/2013 

 

  

 









































Summary List  

PayPort Payments Addenda  

 
Nebraska.gov submits these signed Addenda to the Electronic Government Service 

Level Agreements to the Board. The agreements are for the PayPort Payment 

online application provided by Nebraska.gov, and use the approved template. No 

action necessary.  
 

New PayPort Addenda NSRB Chairman                                   

Signature 

  

Blue Hill, City of   (Addendum 1)   7/2/2013  

 

Crete, City of   (Addendum 1)   5/23/2013 

 

Dawson County   (Addendum 1)   7/2/2013 

 

Hershey, Village of  (Addendum 1)   7/12/2013 

 

North Bend, City of  (Addendum 1)   5/23/2013 

 

Orleans, Village of   (Addendum 1)   6/24/2013  

 

Phelps County   (Addendum 1)   6/24/2013  

 

Platte Center, Village of  (Addendum 1)   5/23/2013 

 

Sargent, City of   (Addendum 1)   6/24/2013 

 

Sarpy County Attorney  (Addendum 5)   7/11/2013 

 

St. Paul, City of   (Addendum 1)   5/23/2013 

 

Trenton, Village of   (Addendum 1)   6/24/2013 

 
 

  

 

 
 





Summary 
 

Nebraska City and County Government 

  

Blanket Addendum  

 

 

Project:  PayPort 

This addendum covers all fees related to the collection of fees for PayPort.   

 

Current Process: 

PayPort is a service that was developed and has been in use by city and county government offices.  Since 

this service was built so additional offices can be added at any time, a blanket addendum was approved by 

the Nebraska State Records Board. 

 

Project Overview/Proposal: 

New users since the last meeting include: 

 City of Blue Hill 

 City of Crete 

 Dawson County 

 Village of Hershey 

 City of North Bend 

 Village of Orleans 

 Phelps County 

 Village of Platte Center 

 City of Sargent 

 Sarpy County Attorney 

 City of St. Paul 

 Village of Trenton 

 

Market Potential/Target Audience: 

The market potential for this service is anyone that needs to pay fees owed to local government.  PayPort 

offers the option for people to use a credit card when making a payment. 

 

Information on what the fee presented is based upon: 

This is a service that is unique, in that other vendors are offering ways to collect online payments.  In 

order to be competitive, we set the rates of 2.49% for credit cards and $1.75 for ACH.  A blanket 

addendum was approved by the Nebraska State Records Board. 

Anticipated volume of users of the application and what percentage of the total potential users is 

the anticipated volume: 

The anticipated volume is not easily predicted.  This is not a mandatory service.  There are other payment 

options available to the customer. 

Services that can be paid using this system may include licenses, swimming pool passes, hall rental fees, 

utilities, and motor vehicle titles.   

Expected rate of return over a period of time: 

The service continues to expand and offer new options.  This involves continued development, testing and 

training.  Customer service is always provided to the users. 



The expected rate is not able to be estimated at this time.  There are always fees that will be incurred with 

operating the online service. 

NI’s investment in this application (any costs incurred): 

There was an initial investment to get the service ready to use.  There is time spent to set up the service 

for new offices, including testing and training.  There are additional, ongoing fees for running online 

applications such as customer service, security, back up servers, etc.   

NI’s risk in providing this application: 

Anytime a transaction is completed online, there is a certain element of risk.  NI provides the money to 

the partner, at times prior to receipt of that money.  If there are any returns, NI has to research and gain 

those funds back from the partner.   

 



NSRB - CASH FUND BALANCE
State Records Board - Revenues & Expenditures

FY 12-13
Prior Year Prior Year Prior Year

Apr, 2013 Apr, 2012 May, 2013 May. 2012 Jun, 2013 Jun, 2012

Revenues:
Sale of Service $569,580.83 $625,010.35 $589,735.87 $545,929.77 $568,196.52 $540,320.41
General Business Fees $102.89 $182.83 $195.72 $131.16 $55.07 $87.43
Driver Records $741.00 $878.00 $2,103.00 $2,521.00 $563.00 $2,409.00
Investment Income $1,431.08 $1,652.79 $1,329.76 $1,563.87 $1,440.08 $1,603.63
Total $571,855.80 $627,723.97 $593,364.35 $550,145.80 $570,254.67 $544,420.47

Expenditures:
State Agency Payment $366,436.44 $403,231.79 $380,779.89 $349,575.08 $364,249.51 $347,160.08
NIC $178,412.72 $197,789.28 $184,153.65 $174,226.59 $180,822.80 $172,782.54
Other Contractual Services $31,000.00 $142,452.00 $27,725.00 $2,608.16 $18,247.30
Personal Services $4,424.49 $3,011.38 $4,424.62 $3,011.35 $4,424.30 $3,011.31
Operating Transfer Out 
Misc. Expense $382.33 $9.91 $431.82 $915.06 $482.60 $801.96
Total $549,655.98 $635,042.36 $712,241.98 $555,453.08 $552,587.37 $542,003.19

Profit (Loss) $22,199.82 ($7,318.39) ($118,877.63) ($5,307.28) $17,667.30 $2,417.28

Fund Balance: $758,852.20 $674,309.34 $639,974.57 $669,002.06 $657,641.87 $671,419.34

Grant Encumbrances $5,026.48 $22,338.70

Unencumbered Funds $652,615.39 $649,080.64



State/Local Grant Project Status Report - 6/30/2013
Agency Name Project Description Date Gr

Awarde
ant 
d

Origina
Grant

Amoun

l 
 
t

Gran
Rem

t Balance 
aining

Bala
Sta

nce 
tus

Stated Completion 
Date

Date of Last 
Payment

Alliance, City of Municipal Code Re-codif
Electronic Publishing

ication and 7/20/2011 $16,000 $4,672 Not Used Extended to March, 
2013

Completed       
June, 2013

Cass County County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $20,707 $0 December 31, 2012 Completed 
December, 2012

Cheyenne County County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $19,758 $0 December 31, 2012 Completed 
December, 2012

Dodge County Assessor GIS and County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $23,742 $0 June 30, 2013 Completed      May, 
2013

Garfield County Assessor GIS and County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $23,742 $0 June 30, 2013 Completed       
May, 2013

Greeley County Assessor GIS and County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $23,742 $0 June 30, 2013 Completed       
May, 2013

Harlan County Assessor GIS and County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $23,742 $0 June 30, 2013 Completed       
May, 2013

Hitchcock County Assessor GIS and County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $23,742 $0 June 30, 2013 Completed         
May, 2013

Pierce County County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $12,300 $0 December 31, 2012 Completed 
December, 2012

Plattsmouth Publi
Library  

c Digitization of Plattsmou
Newspaper

th 7/25/2012 $23,742 $0 February 28, 2013 Completed 
February, 2013

Saunders County Assessor GIS and County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $23,742 $0 June 30, 2013 Complete          
May, 2013

Seward County County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $7,300 $0 December 31, 2012 Completed 
December, 2012

Thayer County County WebGIS 7/25/2012 $23,742 $0 December 31, 2012 Completed 
December, 2012



State/Local Grant Project Status Report - 6/30/2013
Agency Name Project Description Date Gr

Awarde
ant 
d

Origina
Grant

Amoun

l 
 
t

Gran
Rem

t Balance 
aining

Bala
Sta

nce 
tus

Stated Completion 
Date

Date of Last 
Payment

NE Real Estate 
Commission

On-Line License Renewal 7/20/2011 $22,011 $355 Not Used Extended to March, 
2013

Completed 
February, 2013

TOTALS $288,011 $5,026

FY2013 Grant Awards $250,000
Grants Carried over from FY2012 $38,011

7/22/2013 10:45
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Project Overview 

The Garfield County Assessor and the Board of Commissioners received $23,742 in grant funding from 

the Nebraska State Records Board Grant Program for a WebGIS project. The purpose of this WebGIS 

project was to develop GIS data for Garfield County and implement this GIS, along with property and 

appraisal information on a WebGIS. The WebGIS provides online access to property information for 

property owners, the general public, and all County departments.   

Garfield County saw a need to implement a GIS for analysis and record keeping in the Assessor's office. 

The GIS will link the parcel, soil, and land use directly to the appraisal database, greatly improving the 

efficiency and accuracy in the department. Garfield County has established the Assessor’s department 

as the foundation for GIS information for subsequent departments within the County to participate in 

using GIS information through the development of this web-based site. The County saw the project as 

an avenue to share County maps and data across all County departments, other government agencies, 

businesses and with the public through a new WebGIS solution.  

Garfield County feels that this project has successfully enhanced the delivery of local government 

agency services and improves government, public and business access to those services via the WebGIS 

system described below. 

Project Approach 

The vendor (GIS Workshop, Inc.) worked to build the Garfield County GIS by converting the cadastral 

maps to a GIS layer; attributing parcel identification numbers for each parcel; developing a 

comprehensive land use layer; and incorporating the soil survey data. The GIS was then made available 

on a public-facing WebGIS site for the Assessor's department and any interested party to access via the 

internet.  

GIS Data Development  

Parcel GIS 

The vendor began the construction of the parcel layer using the Nebraska State Plane Coordinate 

System as the base coordinate system (as per state statute). We assisted the vendor in collecting and 

scanning  the rural assessment cadastral maps from Garfield County. These maps, along with the CAMA 

database information, were used to draw in the parcel layer. After extracting the property boundaries 

from the scanned cadastral maps to create the digital parcel layer, the vendor added the Parcel ID 

number for each parcel. After the parcel layer was roughly 98% complete, the vendor  identified a 

number of 'problem areas' where the parcel boundary could not be immediately identified and further 

research was needed by us The vendor provided us with large paper maps containing all problem areas 

and requested the County to research legal descriptions to determine boundary lines. The County has 

performed research to help identify each of these parcel boundaries and will continue to work with the 

vendor in the cleanup work.  
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Land Use Layer 

After the parcel layer was completed, the vendor created the land use layer which identifies the land 

use codes for particular areas of a parcel. The vendor identified the various areas of a particular land 

use, digitized the boundaries, and incorporated the data into the GIS. We provided quality control on 

this portion of the project by checking that the land use had been identified correctly. 

Soils Layer 

The vendor incorporated the  NRCS soils layer into the GIS for us so we may view the parcel map, land 

use map and soils map together with the latest aerial photography.  We now use the GIS Land Use 

Calculator tool to evaluate every parcel in the County. This tool provides us with a much more accurate 

and efficient method of calculating this information for appraisal purposes. This tool is described in 

more detail below.  

GIS Data Maintenance  

The vendor will be maintaining the GIS data for Garfield County going forward. The County will be 

responsible for sending all parcel splits and land use changes to the vendor  on a regular basis. The 

vendor will then make the proper edits to the GIS within 5 days of receipt of the changes and publish the 

changes to the WebGIS. We then access the latest version of the GIS through the WebGIS .This  frees up 

the assessor department staff to concentrate on critical projects and issues and does away with the 

need to maintain expensive personnel, hardware and software dedicated to GIS. 

WebGIS: Assessor Tab 

The vendor configured the WebGIS to work with the Orion assessment software database in place with 

Garfield County.  The Orion CAMA database is now downloaded on a nightly basis to power the property 

information component of the WebGIS application. 

The Assessor tab features the data layers and tools specific to the needs of the Assessment staff, real 

estate professionals and land owners.  Below are actual screen shots from the Garfield County WebGIS 

site found at http://garfield.gisworkshop.com.The WebGIS will allow anyone with Internet access to 

search for information and view maps concerning Garfield County property ownership, sales 

information and other assessment/appraisal data.   
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Figure 1: Opening screen of the WebGIS for Garfield County, NE. 

The WebGIS opens to the Assessor tab with parcels, sections and a street base map layers visible (Figure 

2).  The user can toggle the background mapping between the satellite view that includes 2012 FSA 

aerial photography and the default street base map. 
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Figure 2: Assessor Tab layers for Garfield County, NE and the zoom tool. 

The GIS parcel layer contains the property boundary geometry and parcel identification number.  The 

parcel identification is used to join the parcel boundary information from the GIS data layer with the 

information from the ORION database “on the fly” using GISW proprietary technology.  

Description of WebGIS Capabilities 

Searches (Get Started) 

Complete property and sales information is available within seconds via the search features.  Under the 

‘Get Started’ drop-down menu, ‘Find a Property’ options include owner name, parcel ID, address, or 

legal description (Figure 3). In addition, the user may use additional sales data filters to narrow the 

search by date range, price range, year built, or other pertinent parameters. For example, the user may 

search for “Smith” in the owner name field. The user can then select a particular property and the map 

will zoom into the chosen parcel as well as highlight the parcel polygon (Figure 4).  
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Figure 3: Assessor tab showing property search box 

  

Figure 4: Property search results (note the map changed the extent to show highlighted parcels) 
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Figure 5: PDF Property Record Card (note hyperlinks to photos and sketches of the property) 

The list of search results can be exported to a PDF document or downloaded as a Microsoft Excel 

document. The full property report card is displayed with links to photos, value, sale, building and land 

information (Figure 5). This feature is available for property search results to identify results and greatly 

expands the value of the system for government, public and business use. For example, appraisers and 

real estate agents can easily find the name and address of property owners without having to go to the 

courthouse. 

Map Navigation 

A slider bar for general zoom in/out viewing is available at all times. Easy panning or the ability to move 

the map around is possible via the pan tool icon located in the toolbar (Figure 6).  Additionally, under 

the ‘Get Started’ drop down menu, the map navigation option allows the user to ‘zoom to 

section/township/range’ (Figure 7).  The user may enter a specific section/township/range or 

latitude/longitude (GPS coordinate) and then the map zooms into the specified location. 
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Figure 6: Zoom slider bar (right side) and activated pan tool icon (hand) in horizontal toolbar 

  

Figure 7: User enters section/township/range 



Garfield County Project Completion Report: NSRB Board Grant Funds 

 

Identify tool 

The Identify Tool allows a user to click on the map to get results for all map visible layers.  The user can 

click on a map inside a parcel and the WebGIS will return a pop-up window with basic parcel, owner 

name, and address information (Figure 8). 

  

Figure 8: Activated Identify tool results on Assessor tab  
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Photo Tool 

The Photo Tool is a great way to view individual building improvements.  The tool reads the assessment 

database for all available photos and sketches and displays them in a photo window (Figure 9).   

 

Figure 9: Property Photo Viewer Tool shows all available images from the Assessor’s database 
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Drawing Tool 

The drawing tool offers a wide range of options to mark up the map.  The drawing tool offers options for 

point, line, polygon and text size, color and transparency (Figure 10).  The drawing tool combined with 

the print to email allows County staff to type notes and sketch information right on the digital map and 

share with each other and the public via email. 

  

Figure 10: Drawing tool illustrating line and text features to show where a PID needs to be updated. 
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Measurement tool 

Length (feet, meters, miles, and kilometers) and area (acres, square feet, square meters, square miles, 

and square kilometers) measurements can be easily performed via the Measurement Tool (Figure 11).  

Using this tool, simply click at the starting point and double click at the ending point to measure a length 

or draw a polygon by clicking at each vertex location to measure the area.  The total measurement 

appears in a box at the top of the screen as seen in the figure below. 

 

  

Figure 11: Measurement tool showing available options for measurement of area 

 

Print Tool 

The Print Tool will convert the current map image from the WebGIS interface to a PDF document 

(Figures 12 & 13).  The Print Tool is helpful for sharing a specific screen view of a map location. We are 

able to share a screen view with a colleague in an email or print that view to paper and mark up. 
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Figure 12: Print tool showing available options (email option demonstrated) 

Training 

The vendor provided an on-line training to the Assessor's Department 12/6/12 to help get County staff 

comfortable using the new WebGIS site.  In addition, two GISW staff visited the Garfield County 

Assessor's office in person on 4/17/13 to explain the research process required to finalize parcels in 

problem areas.  

Project Schedule  

The vendor projected the project completion to occur on or before June 30th, 2013.  Garfield County is 

pleased to announce that, with GISW's help, it was able to officially launch the WebGIS website, 

http://Garfield.gisworkshop.com, officially on 10/16/12. In addition, the creation of the GIS is currently 

considered 99% complete. The vendor will continue to work with the County in the ongoing process of 

updating and maintaining the GIS.   
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 Project Overview 

The Greeley County Assessor and the Board of Commissioners received $23,742 in grant funding from 

the Nebraska State Records Board Grant Program for a WebGIS project. The purpose of this WebGIS 

project was to develop GIS data for Greeley County and implement this GIS, along with property and 

appraisal information on a WebGIS. The WebGIS provides online access to property information for 

property owners, the general public, and all County departments.   

Greeley County saw a need to implement a GIS for analysis and record keeping in the Assessor's office. 

The GIS will link the parcel, soil, and land use directly to the appraisal database, greatly improving the 

efficiency and accuracy in the department. Greeley County has established the Assessor’s department as 

the foundation for GIS information for subsequent departments within the County to participate in using 

GIS information through the development of this web-based site. The County saw the project as an 

avenue to share County maps and data across all County departments, other government agencies, 

businesses and with the public through a new WebGIS solution.  

Greeley County feels that this project has successfully enhanced the delivery of local government agency 

services and improves government, public and business access to those services via the WebGIS system 

described below. 

Project Approach 

The vendor (GIS Workshop, Inc.) worked to build the Greeley County GIS by converting the cadastral 

maps to a GIS layer; attributing parcel identification numbers for each parcel; developing a 

comprehensive land use layer; and incorporating the soil survey data. The GIS was then made available 

on a public-facing WebGIS site for the Assessor's department and any interested party to access via the 

internet.  

GIS Data Development  

Parcel GIS 

The vendor began the construction of the parcel layer using the Nebraska State Plane Coordinate 

System as the base coordinate system (as per state statute). We assisted the vendor in collecting and 

scanning  the rural assessment cadastral maps from Greeley County. These maps, along with the CAMA 

database information, were used to draw in the parcel layer. After extracting the property boundaries 

from the scanned cadastral maps to create the digital parcel layer, the vendor added the Parcel ID 

number for each parcel. After the parcel layer was roughly 98% complete, the vendor  identified a 

number of 'problem areas' where the parcel boundary could not be immediately identified and further 

research was needed by us The vendor provided us with large paper maps containing all problem areas 

and requested the County to research legal descriptions to determine boundary lines. The County has 

performed research to help identify each of these parcel boundaries and will continue to work with the 

vendor in the cleanup work.  
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Land Use Layer 

After the parcel layer was completed, the vendor created the land use layer which identifies the land 

use codes for particular areas of a parcel. The vendor identified the various areas of a particular land 

use, digitized the boundaries, and incorporated the data into the GIS. We provided quality control on 

this portion of the project by checking that the land use had been identified correctly. 

Soils Layer 

The vendor incorporated the  NRCS soils layer into the GIS for us so we may view the parcel map, land 

use map and soils map together with the latest aerial photography.  We now use the GIS Land Use 

Calculator tool to evaluate every parcel in the County. This tool provides us with a much more accurate 

and efficient method of calculating this information for appraisal purposes. This tool is described in 

more detail below.  

GIS Data Maintenance  

The vendor will be maintaining the GIS data for Greeley County going forward. The County will be 

responsible for sending all parcel splits and land use changes to the vendor  on a regular basis. The 

vendor will then make the proper edits to the GIS within 5 days of receipt of the changes and publish the 

changes to the WebGIS. We then access the latest version of the GIS through the WebGIS .This  frees up 

the assessor department staff to concentrate on critical projects and issues and does away with the 

need to maintain expensive personnel, hardware and software dedicated to GIS. 

WebGIS: Assessor Tab 

The vendor configured the WebGIS to work with the MIPS PC assessment software database in place 

with Greeley County.  The MIPS PC CAMA database is now downloaded on a nightly basis to power the 

property information component of the WebGIS application. 

The Assessor tab features the data layers and tools specific to the needs of the Assessment staff, real 

estate professionals and land owners.  Below are actual screen shots from the Greeley County WebGIS 

site found at http://greeley.gisworkshop.com.The WebGIS will allow anyone with Internet access to 

search for information and view maps concerning Greeley County property ownership, sales information 

and other assessment/appraisal data.   
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Figure 1: Opening screen (Assessor Tab) of GIS Workshop’s Enterprise WebGIS for Greeley County, NE. 

The WebGIS opens to the Assessor tab with parcels, sections and a street base map layers visible (Figure 

2).  The user can toggle the background mapping between the satellite view that includes 2012 FSA 

aerial photography and the default street base map. 
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Figure 2: Assessor Tab layers for Greeley County, NE and the zoom tool. 

The GIS parcel layer contains the property boundary geometry and parcel identification number.  The 

parcel identification is used to join the parcel boundary information from the GIS data layer with the 

information from the MIPS PC database “on the fly” using GISW proprietary technology.  

Description of WebGIS Capabilities 

Searches (Get Started) 

Complete property and sales information is available within seconds via the search features.  Under the 

‘Get Started’ drop-down menu, ‘Find a Property’ options include owner name, parcel ID, address, or 

legal description (Figure 3). In addition, the user may use additional sales data filters to narrow the 

search by date range, price range, year built, or other pertinent parameters. For example, the user may 

search for “Smith” in the owner name field. The user can then select a particular property and the map 

will zoom into the chosen parcel as well as highlight the parcel polygon (Figure 4).  
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Figure 3: Assessor tab showing property search box 

  

Figure 4: Property search results (note the map changed the extent to show highlighted parcels) 
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Figure 5: PDF Property Record Card (note hyperlinks to photos and sketches of the property) 

 

The list of search results can be exported to a PDF document or downloaded as a Microsoft Excel 

document. The full property report card is displayed with links to photos, value, sale, building and land 

information (Figure 5). This feature is available for property search results to identify results and greatly 

expands the value of the system for government, public and business use. For example, appraisers and 

real estate agents can easily find the name and address of property owners without having to go to the 

courthouse. 

Map Navigation 

A slider bar for general zoom in/out viewing is available at all times. Easy panning or the ability to move 

the map around is possible via the pan tool icon located in the toolbar (Figure 6).  Additionally, under 

the ‘Get Started’ drop down menu, the map navigation option allows the user to ‘zoom to 

section/township/range’ (Figure 7).  The user may enter a specific section/township/range or 

latitude/longitude (GPS coordinate) and then the map zooms into the specified location. 
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Figure 6: Zoom slider bar (right side) and activated pan tool icon (hand) in horizontal toolbar 

  

Figure 7: User enters section/township/range 
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Identify tool 

The Identify Tool allows a user to click on the map to get results for all map visible layers.  The user can 

click on a map inside a parcel and the WebGIS will return a pop-up window with basic parcel, owner 

name, and address information (Figure 8). 

  

Figure 8: Activated Identify tool results on Assessor tab  
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Photo Tool 

The Photo Tool is a great way to view individual building improvements.  The tool reads the assessment 

database for all available photos and sketches and displays them in a photo window (Figure 9).   

 

Figure 9: Property Photo Viewer Tool shows all available images from the Assessor’s database 
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Drawing Tool 

The drawing tool offers a wide range of options to mark up the map.  The drawing tool offers options for 

point, line, polygon and text size, color and transparency (Figure 10).  The drawing tool combined with 

the print to email allows County staff to type notes and sketch information right on the digital map and 

share with each other and the public via email. 

 

  

Figure 10: Drawing tool illustrating line and text features to show where a PID needs to be updated. 
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Measurement tool 

Length (feet, meters, miles, and kilometers) and area (acres, square feet, square meters, square miles, 

and square kilometers) measurements can be easily performed via the Measurement Tool (Figure 11).  

Using this tool, simply click at the starting point and double click at the ending point to measure a length 

or draw a polygon by clicking at each vertex location to measure the area.  The total measurement 

appears in a box at the top of the screen as seen in the figure below. 

 

  

Figure 11: Measurement tool showing available options for measurement of area 

 

Print Tool 

The Print Tool will convert the current map image from the WebGIS interface to a PDF document 

(Figures 12 & 13).  The Print Tool is helpful for sharing a specific screen view of a map location. We are 

able to share a screen view with a colleague in an email or print that view to paper and mark up. 
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Figure 12: Print tool showing available options (email option demonstrated) 

Training 

The vendor provided an on-line training to the Assessor's Department 11/20/12 to help get County staff 

comfortable using the new WebGIS site so County staff may answer questions from users.  

Project Schedule 

The vendor projected the project completion to occur on or before June 30th, 2013.  Greeley County is 

pleased to announce that, with GISW's help, it was able to officially launch the WebGIS website, 

http://greeley.gisworkshop.com, officially on 11/15/12. In addition, the creation of the GIS is currently 

considered 99% complete. The vendor will continue to work with the County in the ongoing process of 

updating and maintaining the GIS 
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 Project Overview 

The Harlan County Assessor and the Board of Commissioners received $23,742 in grant funding from the 

Nebraska State Records Board Grant Program for a WebGIS project. The purpose of this WebGIS project 

was to develop GIS data for Harlan County and implement this GIS, along with property and appraisal 

information on a WebGIS. The WebGIS provides online access to property information for property 

owners, the general public, and all County departments.   

Harlan County saw a need to implement a GIS for analysis and record keeping in the Assessor's office. 

The GIS will link the parcel, soil, and land use directly to the appraisal database, greatly improving the 

efficiency and accuracy in the department. Harlan County has established the Assessor’s department as 

the foundation for GIS information for subsequent departments within the County to participate in using 

GIS information through the development of this web-based site. The County saw the project as an 

avenue to share County maps and data across all County departments, other government agencies, 

businesses and with the public through a new WebGIS solution.  

Harlan County feels that this project has successfully enhanced the delivery of local government agency 

services and improves government, public and business access to those services via the WebGIS system 

described below. 

Project Approach 

The vendor (GIS Workshop, Inc.) worked to build the Harlan County GIS by converting the cadastral 

maps to a GIS layer; attributing parcel identification numbers for each parcel; developing a 

comprehensive land use layer; and incorporating the soil survey data. The GIS was then made available 

on a public-facing WebGIS site for the Assessor's department and any interested party to access via the 

internet.  

GIS Data Development  

Parcel GIS 

The vendor began the construction of the parcel layer using the Nebraska State Plane Coordinate 

System as the base coordinate system (as per state statute). We assisted the vendor in collecting and 

scanning  the rural assessment cadastral maps from Harlan County. These maps, along with the CAMA 

database information, were used to draw in the parcel layer. After extracting the property boundaries 

from the scanned cadastral maps to create the digital parcel layer, the vendor added the Parcel ID 

number for each parcel. After the parcel layer was roughly 98% complete, the vendor  identified a 

number of 'problem areas' where the parcel boundary could not be immediately identified and further 

research was needed by us The vendor provided us with large paper maps containing all problem areas 

and requested the County to research legal descriptions to determine boundary lines. The County has 

performed research to help identify each of these parcel boundaries and will continue to work with the 

vendor in the cleanup work.  
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Land Use Layer 

After the parcel layer was completed, the vendor created the land use layer which identifies the land 

use codes for particular areas of a parcel. The vendor identified the various areas of a particular land 

use, digitized the boundaries, and incorporated the data into the GIS. We provided quality control on 

this portion of the project by checking that the land use had been identified correctly. 

Soils Layer 

The vendor incorporated the  NRCS soils layer into the GIS for us so we may view the parcel map, land 

use map and soils map together with the latest aerial photography.  We now use the GIS Land Use 

Calculator tool to evaluate every parcel in the County. This tool provides us with a much more accurate 

and efficient method of calculating this information for appraisal purposes. This tool is described in 

more detail below.  

GIS Data Maintenance  

The vendor will be maintaining the GIS data for Harlan County going forward. The County will be 

responsible for sending all parcel splits and land use changes to the vendor  on a regular basis. The 

vendor will then make the proper edits to the GIS within 5 days of receipt of the changes and publish the 

changes to the WebGIS. We then access the latest version of the GIS through the WebGIS .This  frees up 

the assessor department staff to concentrate on critical projects and issues and does away with the 

need to maintain expensive personnel, hardware and software dedicated to GIS. 

WebGIS: Assessor Tab 

The vendor configured the WebGIS to work with the Orion assessment software database in place with 

Harlan County.  The Orion CAMA database is now downloaded on a nightly basis to power the property 

information component of the WebGIS application. 

The Assessor tab features the data layers and tools specific to the needs of the Assessment staff, real 

estate professionals and land owners.  Below are actual screen shots from the Harlan County WebGIS 

site found at http://harlan.gisworkshop.com.The WebGIS will allow anyone with Internet access to 

search for information and view maps concerning Harlan County property ownership, sales information 

and other assessment/appraisal data.   
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Figure 1: Opening screen (Assessor Tab) of GIS Workshop’s Enterprise WebGIS for Harlan County, NE. 

The WebGIS opens to the Assessor tab with parcels, sections and a street base map layers visible (Figure 

2).  The user can toggle the background mapping between the satellite view that includes 2012 FSA 

aerial photography and the default street base map. 
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Figure 2: Assessor Tab layers for Harlan County, NE and the zoom tool. 

The GIS parcel layer contains the property boundary geometry and parcel identification number.  The 

parcel identification is used to join the parcel boundary information from the GIS data layer with the 

information from the ORION database “on the fly” using GISW proprietary technology.  

Description of WebGIS Capabilities 

Searches (Get Started) 

Complete property and sales information is available within seconds via the search features.  Under the 

‘Get Started’ drop-down menu, ‘Find a Property’ options include owner name, parcel ID, address, or 

legal description (Figure 3). In addition, the user may use additional sales data filters to narrow the 

search by date range, price range, year built, or other pertinent parameters. For example, the user may 

search for “Smith” in the owner name field. The user can then select a particular property and the map 

will zoom into the chosen parcel as well as highlight the parcel polygon (Figure 4).  
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Figure 3: Assessor tab showing property search box 

  

Figure 4: Property search results (note the map changed the extent to show highlighted parcels) 
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Figure 5: PDF Property Record Card (note hyperlinks to photos and sketches of the property) 

 

The list of search results can be exported to a PDF document or downloaded as a Microsoft Excel 

document. The full property report card is displayed with links to photos, value, sale, building and land 

information (Figure 5). This feature is available for property search results to identify results and greatly 

expands the value of the system for government, public and business use. For example, appraisers and 

real estate agents can easily find the name and address of property owners without having to go to the 

courthouse. 

Map Navigation 

A slider bar for general zoom in/out viewing is available at all times. Easy panning or the ability to move 

the map around is possible via the pan tool icon located in the toolbar (Figure 6).  Additionally, under 

the ‘Get Started’ drop down menu, the map navigation option allows the user to ‘zoom to 

section/township/range’ (Figure 7).  The user may enter a specific section/township/range or 

latitude/longitude (GPS coordinate) and then the map zooms into the specified location. 
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Figure 6: Zoom slider bar (right side) and activated pan tool icon (hand) in horizontal toolbar 

  

Figure 7: User enters section/township/range 
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Identify tool 

The Identify Tool allows a user to click on the map to get results for all map visible layers.  The user can 

click on a map inside a parcel and the WebGIS will return a pop-up window with basic parcel, owner 

name, and address information (Figure 8). 

  

Figure 8: Activated Identify tool results on Assessor tab  
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Photo Tool 

The Photo Tool is a great way to view individual building improvements.  The tool reads the assessment 

database for all available photos and sketches and displays them in a photo window (Figure 9).   

 

Figure 9: Property Photo Viewer Tool shows all available images from the Assessor’s database 
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Drawing Tool 

The drawing tool offers a wide range of options to mark up the map.  The drawing tool offers options for 

point, line, polygon and text size, color and transparency (Figure 10).  The drawing tool combined with 

the print to email allows County staff to type notes and sketch information right on the digital map and 

share with each other and the public via email. 

 

  

Figure 10: Drawing tool illustrating line and text features to show where a PID needs to be updated. 
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Measurement tool 

Length (feet, meters, miles, and kilometers) and area (acres, square feet, square meters, square miles, 

and square kilometers) measurements can be easily performed via the Measurement Tool (Figure 11).  

Using this tool, simply click at the starting point and double click at the ending point to measure a length 

or draw a polygon by clicking at each vertex location to measure the area.  The total measurement 

appears in a box at the top of the screen as seen in the figure below. 

 

  

Figure 11: Measurement tool showing available options for measurement of area 

 

Print Tool 

The Print Tool will convert the current map image from the WebGIS interface to a PDF document 

(Figures 12 & 13).  The Print Tool is helpful for sharing a specific screen view of a map location. We are 

able to share a screen view with a colleague in an email or print that view to paper and mark up. 
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Figure 12: Print tool showing available options (email option demonstrated) 

Training 

The vendor provided an on-line training to the Assessor's Department 11/19/12 and again on 4/9/13 to 

help get County staff comfortable using the new WebGIS site so County staff may answer questions 

from users.  

Project Schedule – project on schedule 

The vendor projected the project completion to occur on or before June 30th, 2013.  Harlan County is 

pleased to announce that, with GISW's help, it was able to officially launch the WebGIS website, 

http://harlan.gisworkshop.com, officially on 10/15/12. In addition, the creation of the GIS is currently 

considered 99% complete. GISW will continue to work with the county in the ongoing process of 

updating and maintaining the GIS.   
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Project Overview 

The Hitchcock County Assessor and the Board of Commissioners received $23,742 in grant funding from 

the Nebraska State Records Board Grant Program for a WebGIS project. The purpose of this WebGIS 

project was to develop GIS data for Hitchcock County and implement this GIS, along with property and 

appraisal information on a WebGIS. The WebGIS provides online access to property information for 

property owners, the general public, and all County departments.   

Hitchcock County saw a need to implement a GIS for analysis and record keeping in the Assessor's office. 

The GIS will link the parcel, soil, and land use directly to the appraisal database, greatly improving the 

efficiency and accuracy in the department. Hitchcock County has established the Assessor’s department 

as the foundation for GIS information for subsequent departments within the County to participate in 

using GIS information through the development of this web-based site. The County saw the project as 

an avenue to share County maps and data across all County departments, other government agencies, 

businesses and with the public through a new WebGIS solution.  

Hitchcock County feels that this project has successfully enhanced the delivery of local government 

agency services and improves government, public and business access to those services via the WebGIS 

system described below. 

Project Approach 

The vendor (GIS Workshop, Inc.) worked to build the Hitchcock County GIS by converting the cadastral 

maps to a GIS layer; attributing parcel identification numbers for each parcel; developing a 

comprehensive land use layer; and incorporating the soil survey data. The GIS was then made available 

on a public-facing WebGIS site for the Assessor's department and any interested party to access via the 

internet.  

GIS Data Development  

Parcel GIS 

The vendor began the construction of the parcel layer using the Nebraska State Plane Coordinate 

System as the base coordinate system (as per state statute). We assisted the vendor in collecting and 

scanning  the rural assessment cadastral maps from Hitchcock County. These maps, along with the 

CAMA database information, were used to draw in the parcel layer. After extracting the property 

boundaries from the scanned cadastral maps to create the digital parcel layer, the vendor added the 

Parcel ID number for each parcel. After the parcel layer was roughly 98% complete, the vendor  

identified a number of 'problem areas' where the parcel boundary could not be immediately identified 

and further research was needed by us The vendor provided us with large paper maps containing all 

problem areas and requested the County to research legal descriptions to determine boundary lines. 
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The County has performed research to help identify each of these parcel boundaries and will continue to 

work with the vendor in the cleanup work.  

Land Use Layer 

After the parcel layer was completed, the vendor created the land use layer which identifies the land 

use codes for particular areas of a parcel. The vendor identified the various areas of a particular land 

use, digitized the boundaries, and incorporated the data into the GIS. We provided quality control on 

this portion of the project by checking that the land use had been identified correctly. 

Soils Layer 

The vendor incorporated the  NRCS soils layer into the GIS for us so we may view the parcel map, land 

use map and soils map together with the latest aerial photography.  We now use the GIS Land Use 

Calculator tool to evaluate every parcel in the County. This tool provides us with a much more accurate 

and efficient method of calculating this information for appraisal purposes. This tool is described in 

more detail below.  

GIS Data Maintenance  

The vendor will be maintaining the GIS data for Hitchcock County going forward. The County will be 

responsible for sending all parcel splits and land use changes to the vendor  on a regular basis. The 

vendor will then make the proper edits to the GIS within 5 days of receipt of the changes and publish the 

changes to the WebGIS. We then access the latest version of the GIS through the WebGIS .This  frees up 

the assessor department staff to concentrate on critical projects and issues and does away with the 

need to maintain expensive personnel, hardware and software dedicated to GIS. 

WebGIS: Assessor Tab 

The vendor configured the WebGIS to work with the Orion assessment software database in place with 

Hitchcock County.  The Orion CAMA database is now downloaded on a nightly basis to power the 

property information component of the WebGIS application. 

The Assessor tab features the data layers and tools specific to the needs of the Assessment staff, real 

estate professionals and land owners.  Below are actual screen shots from the Hitchcock County WebGIS 

site found at http://Hitchcock.gisworkshop.com.The WebGIS will allow anyone with Internet access to 

search for information and view maps concerning Hitchcock County property ownership, sales 

information and other assessment/appraisal data.   
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Figure 1: Opening screen of GIS Workshop’s Enterprise WebGIS for Hitchcock County, NE. 

The WebGIS opens to the Assessor tab with parcels, sections and a street base map layers visible (Figure 

2).  The user can toggle the background mapping between the satellite view that includes 2012 FSA 

aerial photography and the default street base map. 
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Figure 2: Assessor Tab layers for Hitchcock County, NE and the zoom tool. 

The GIS parcel layer contains the property boundary geometry and parcel identification number.  The 

parcel identification is used to join the parcel boundary information from the GIS data layer with the 

information from the Orion database “on the fly” using GISW proprietary technology.  

Description of WebGIS Capabilities 

Searches (Get Started) 

Complete property and sales information is available within seconds via the search features.  Under the 

‘Get Started’ drop-down menu, ‘Find a Property’ options include owner name, parcel ID, address, or 

legal description (Figure 3). In addition, the user may use additional sales data filters to narrow the 

search by date range, price range, year built, or other pertinent parameters. For example, the user may 

search for “Smith” in the owner name field. The user can then select a particular property and the map 

will zoom into the chosen parcel as well as highlight the parcel polygon (Figure 4).  
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Figure 3: Assessor tab showing property search box 

  

Figure 4: Property search results (note the map changed the extent to show highlighted parcels) 
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Figure 5: PDF Property Record Card (note hyperlinks to photos and sketches of the property) 

 

The list of search results can be exported to a PDF document or downloaded as a Microsoft Excel 

document. The full property report card is displayed with links to photos, value, sale, building and land 

information (Figure 5). This feature is available for property search results to identify results and greatly 

expands the value of the system for government, public and business use. For example, appraisers and 

real estate agents can easily find the name and address of property owners without having to go to the 

courthouse. 

Map Navigation 

A slider bar for general zoom in/out viewing is available at all times. Easy panning or the ability to move 

the map around is possible via the pan tool icon located in the toolbar (Figure 6).  Additionally, under 

the ‘Get Started’ drop down menu, the map navigation option allows the user to ‘zoom to 

section/township/range’ (Figure 7).  The user may enter a specific section/township/range or 

latitude/longitude (GPS coordinate) and then the map zooms into the specified location. 
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Figure 6: Zoom slider bar (right side) and activated pan tool icon (hand) in horizontal toolbar 

  

Figure 7: User enters section/township/range 
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Identify tool 

The Identify Tool allows a user to click on the map to get results for all map visible layers.  The user can 

click on a map inside a parcel and the WebGIS will return a pop-up window with basic parcel, owner 

name, and address information (Figure 8). 

  

Figure 8: Activated Identify tool results on Assessor tab  
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Photo Tool 

The Photo Tool is a great way to view individual building improvements.  The tool reads the assessment 

database for all available photos and sketches and displays them in a photo window (Figure 9).   

 

Figure 9: Property Photo Viewer Tool shows all available images from the Assessor’s database 
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Drawing Tool 

The drawing tool offers a wide range of options to mark up the map.  The drawing tool offers options for 

point, line, polygon and text size, color and transparency (Figure 10).  The drawing tool combined with 

the print to email allows County staff to type notes and sketch information right on the digital map and 

share with each other and the public via email. 

 

  

Figure 10: Drawing tool illustrating line and text features to show where a PID needs to be updated. 
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Measurement tool 

Length (feet, meters, miles, and kilometers) and area (acres, square feet, square meters, square miles, 

and square kilometers) measurements can be easily performed via the Measurement Tool (Figure 11).  

Using this tool, simply click at the starting point and double click at the ending point to measure a length 

or draw a polygon by clicking at each vertex location to measure the area.  The total measurement 

appears in a box at the top of the screen as seen in the figure below. 

 

  

Figure 11: Measurement tool showing available options for measurement of area 

 

Print Tool 

The Print Tool will convert the current map image from the WebGIS interface to a PDF document 

(Figures 12 & 13).  The Print Tool is helpful for sharing a specific screen view of a map location. We are 

able to share a screen view with a colleague in an email or print that view to paper and mark up. 

 

 



Hitchcock County Project Completion Report: NSRB Board Grant Funds 

 

  

Figure 12: Print tool showing available options (email option demonstrated) 

Training 

The vendor provided an on-line training to the Assessor's Department 12/12/12 to help get County staff 

comfortable using the new WebGIS site.  

Project Schedule 

The vendor projected the project completion to occur on or before June 30th, 2013.  Hitchcock County is 

pleased to announce that, with GISW's help, it was able to officially launch the WebGIS website, 

http://hitchcock.gisworkshop.com, officially on 9/26/12. In addition, the creation of the GIS is currently 

considered 99% complete. The vendor will continue to work with the County in the ongoing process of 

updating and maintaining the GIS.   

 

 

 



From: Gusman, Cathy  
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2013 11:22 AM 
To: Danahy, Cathy 
Subject: Saunders County Project Completion Report 
 
Attached is the Saunders County Project Completion Report from GIS Workshop. We are 
working with the GIS Workshop staff to finalize the last of the parcels for the parcel layers and 
will have the information they need to complete it to them by July 1st. 
 

Cathy Gusman 
Saunders/Dodge County Assessment Manager 
Dept of Rev |Saunders Assessment  

: 402.443.5703 |  :402.443.5708 |  : Cathy.Gusman@nebraska.gov 
Dept of Rev |Dodge Assessment 

: 402.727-3918 |  :402.727-3913 |  : Cathy.Gusman@nebraska.gov 
 

 
 

http://www.revenue.ne.gov/
mailto:cathy.gusman@nebraska.gov
http://www.revenue.ne.gov/
mailto:cathy.gusman@nebraska.gov
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Project Overview 

The Saunders County Assessor and the Board of Commissioners received $23,742 in grant funding from 

the Nebraska State Records Board Grant Program for a WebGIS project. The purpose of this WebGIS 

project was to develop GIS data for Saunders County and implement this GIS, along with property and 

appraisal information on a WebGIS. The WebGIS provides online access to property information for 

property owners, the general public, and all County departments.   

Saunders County saw a need to implement a GIS for analysis and record keeping in the Assessor's office. 

The GIS will link the parcel, soil, and land use directly to the appraisal database, greatly improving the 

efficiency and accuracy in the department. Saunders County has established the Assessor’s department 

as the foundation for GIS information for subsequent departments within the County to participate in 

using GIS information through the development of this web-based site. The County saw the project as 

an avenue to share County maps and data across all County departments, other government agencies, 

businesses and with the public through a new WebGIS solution.  

Saunders County feels that this project has successfully enhanced the delivery of local government 

agency services and improves government, public and business access to those services via the WebGIS 

system described below. 

Project Approach 

The vendor (GIS Workshop, Inc.) worked to build the Saunders County GIS by converting the cadastral 

maps to a GIS layer; attributing parcel identification numbers for each parcel; developing a 

comprehensive land use layer; and incorporating the soil survey data. The GIS was then made available 

on a public-facing WebGIS site for the Assessor's department and any interested party to access via the 

internet.  

GIS Data Development  

Parcel GIS 

The vendor began the construction of the parcel layer using the Nebraska State Plane Coordinate 

System as the base coordinate system (as per state statute). We assisted the vendor in collecting and 

scanning  the rural assessment cadastral maps from Saunders County. These maps, along with the CAMA 

database information, were used to draw in the parcel layer. After extracting the property boundaries 

from the scanned cadastral maps to create the digital parcel layer, the vendor added the Parcel ID 

number for each parcel. After the parcel layer was roughly 98% complete, the vendor  identified a 

number of 'problem areas' where the parcel boundary could not be immediately identified and further 

research was needed by us The vendor provided us with large paper maps containing all problem areas 

and requested the County to research legal descriptions to determine boundary lines. The County has 

performed research to help identify each of these parcel boundaries and will continue to work with the 

vendor in the cleanup work.  
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Land Use Layer 

After the parcel layer was completed, the vendor created the land use layer which identifies the land 

use codes for particular areas of a parcel. The vendor identified the various areas of a particular land 

use, digitized the boundaries, and incorporated the data into the GIS. We provided quality control on 

this portion of the project by checking that the land use had been identified correctly. 

Soils Layer 

The vendor incorporated the  NRCS soils layer into the GIS for us so we may view the parcel map, land 

use map and soils map together with the latest aerial photography.  We now use the GIS Land Use 

Calculator tool to evaluate every parcel in the County. This tool provides us with a much more accurate 

and efficient method of calculating this information for appraisal purposes. This tool is described in 

more detail below.  

GIS Data Maintenance  

The vendor will be maintaining the GIS data for Saunders County going forward. The County will be 

responsible for sending all parcel splits and land use changes to the vendor  on a regular basis. The 

vendor will then make the proper edits to the GIS within 5 days of receipt of the changes and publish the 

changes to the WebGIS. We then access the latest version of the GIS through the WebGIS .This  frees up 

the assessor department staff to concentrate on critical projects and issues and does away with the 

need to maintain expensive personnel, hardware and software dedicated to GIS. 

WebGIS: Assessor Tab 

The vendor configured the WebGIS to work with the Orion assessment software database in place with 

Saunders County.  The Orion CAMA database is now downloaded on a nightly basis to power the 

property information component of the WebGIS application. 

The Assessor tab features the data layers and tools specific to the needs of the Assessment staff, real 

estate professionals and land owners.  Below are actual screen shots from the Saunders County WebGIS 

site found at http://saunders.gisworkshop.com.The WebGIS will allow anyone with Internet access to 

search for information and view maps concerning Saunders County property ownership, sales 

information and other assessment/appraisal data.   
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Figure 1: Opening screen of the WebGIS for Saunders County, NE. 

The WebGIS opens to the Assessor tab with parcels, sections and a street base map layers visible (Figure 

2).  The user can toggle the background mapping between the satellite view that includes 2012 FSA 

aerial photography and the default street base map. 
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Figure 2: Assessor Tab layers for Saunders County, NE and the zoom tool. 

The GIS parcel layer contains the property boundary geometry and parcel identification number.  The 

parcel identification is used to join the parcel boundary information from the GIS data layer with the 

information from the Orion database “on the fly” using GISW proprietary technology.  

Description of WebGIS Capabilities 

Searches (Get Started) 

Complete property and sales information is available within seconds via the search features.  Under the 

‘Get Started’ drop-down menu, ‘Find a Property’ options include owner name, parcel ID, address, or 

legal description (Figure 3). In addition, the user may use additional sales data filters to narrow the 

search by date range, price range, year built, or other pertinent parameters. For example, the user may 

search for “Smith” in the owner name field. The user can then select a particular property and the map 

will zoom into the chosen parcel as well as highlight the parcel polygon (Figure 4).  
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Figure 3: Assessor tab showing property search box 

  

Figure 4: Property search results (note the map changed the extent to show highlighted parcels) 
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Figure 5: PDF Property Record Card (note hyperlinks to photos and sketches of the property) 

The list of search results can be exported to a PDF document or downloaded as a Microsoft Excel 

document. The full property report card is displayed with links to photos, value, sale, building and land 

information (Figure 5). This feature is available for property search results to identify results and greatly 

expands the value of the system for government, public and business use. For example, appraisers and 

real estate agents can easily find the name and address of property owners without having to go to the 

courthouse. 

Map Navigation 

A slider bar for general zoom in/out viewing is available at all times. Easy panning or the ability to move 

the map around is possible via the pan tool icon located in the toolbar (Figure 6).  Additionally, under 

the ‘Get Started’ drop down menu, the map navigation option allows the user to ‘zoom to 

section/township/range’ (Figure 7).  The user may enter a specific section/township/range or 

latitude/longitude (GPS coordinate) and then the map zooms into the specified location. 
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Figure 6: Zoom slider bar (right side) and activated pan tool icon (hand) in horizontal toolbar 

  

Figure 7: User enters section/township/range 
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Identify tool 

The Identify Tool allows a user to click on the map to get results for all map visible layers.  The user can 

click on a map inside a parcel and the WebGIS will return a pop-up window with basic parcel, owner 

name, and address information (Figure 8). 

  

Figure 8: Activated Identify tool results on Assessor tab  
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Photo Tool 

The Photo Tool is a great way to view individual building improvements.  The tool reads the assessment 

database for all available photos and sketches and displays them in a photo window (Figure 9).   

 

Figure 9: Property Photo Viewer Tool shows all available images from the Assessor’s database 
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Drawing Tool 

The drawing tool offers a wide range of options to mark up the map.  The drawing tool offers options for 

point, line, polygon and text size, color and transparency (Figure 10).  The drawing tool combined with 

the print to email allows County staff to type notes and sketch information right on the digital map and 

share with each other and the public via email. 

  

Figure 10: Drawing tool illustrating line and text features to show where a PID needs to be updated. 
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Measurement tool 

Length (feet, meters, miles, and kilometers) and area (acres, square feet, square meters, square miles, 

and square kilometers) measurements can be easily performed via the Measurement Tool (Figure 11).  

Using this tool, simply click at the starting point and double click at the ending point to measure a length 

or draw a polygon by clicking at each vertex location to measure the area.  The total measurement 

appears in a box at the top of the screen as seen in the figure below. 

 

  

Figure 11: Measurement tool showing available options for measurement of area 

 

Print Tool 

The Print Tool will convert the current map image from the WebGIS interface to a PDF document 

(Figures 12 & 13).  The Print Tool is helpful for sharing a specific screen view of a map location. We are 

able to share a screen view with a colleague in an email or print that view to paper and mark up. 
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Figure 12: Print tool showing available options (email option demonstrated) 

Training 

The vendor provided an on-line training to the Assessor's Department to help get County staff 

comfortable using the new WebGIS site.    

Project Schedule  

The vendor projected the project completion to occur on or before June 30th, 2013.  Saunders County is 

pleased to announce that, with GISW's help, it was able to officially launch the WebGIS website, 

http://saunders.gisworkshop.com, officially on 9/13/12. In addition, the creation of the GIS is currently 

considered 99% complete. The vendor will continue to work with the County in the ongoing process of 

updating and maintaining the GIS.   

 

 

 



































OBJECTIVE #7: Optimize reliability and response of portal technology

17

NEBRASKA.GOV: UPTIME

APRIL MAY JUNE

99.81% 99.99% 99.95%

Start Time End Time Time Description Impact

Nebraska.gov sites were
down

6/11/2013
11:00 pm

6/11/2013
11:10pm

0:10 The network to the Ashburn data center was not reachable. The event was
caused by additional load on the firewalls from the Qualys security
scan. The scan was expected and scheduled for this time.

All Nebraska.gov web sites and services
were unavailable.

Nebraska web server
was down

6/5/2013 4:45
pm

6/5/2013 5:00pm 0:15 The web servers for our static content were not responding properly due
to a configuration error.

Just the web pages hosted by Nebraska.gov
were down. All applications and services
were still up.

Nebraska.gov site was
down

5/14/2013
2:40am

5/14/2013
2:45am

0:05 The network to the Ashburn data center was not reachable. The network
event was caused by maintenance being performed by AT&T

All websites and applications were down
and unavailable

Nebraska.gov site was
down

4/23/2013
3:20pm

4/23/2013
3:45pm

0:25 The network to the Ashburn data center was not reachable. A
configuration change enabled the CDC mail environment to function as an
open SMTP relay. Due to this exposure there was an increase in mail that
is believed to have caused the service degradation

All websites and applications were down
and unavailable

Nebraska.gov sites were
down

4/12/2013
5:30pm

4/12/2013
5:55pm

0:25 The network to the Ashburn data center was not reachable. The Ashburn
datacenter received unusual amount of inbound traffic from multiple IP
addresses. AT&T was notified and mitigated the traffic on their edge
router

All Nebraska.gov websites and services
were unavailable

Nebraska.gov sites were
down

4/11/2013
8:25pm

4/11/2013
9:00pm

0:35 The network to the Ashburn data center was not reachable. The Ashburn
datacenter received unusual amount of inbound traffic from multiple IP
addresses. AT&T was notified and mitigated the traffic on their edge
router

All Nebraska.gov websites and services
were unavailable

APRIL MAY JUNE
Avg. response time this

month
550 ms

Avg. response time
this month

824 ms

Avg. response time
this month

834 ms

NEBRASKA.GOV: NETWORK ISSUES DETAIL REPORT

NEBRASKA.GOV: RESPONSE TIME





Agency Grant Title
Amount 
Requested

Amount 
Recommended

Award 
Percentage

Boone County Assessor GIS & County WebGIS $25,000 $19,913 79.56%
Gosper County Assessor GIS & County WebGIS $25,000 $19,913 79.56%
Dakota County WebGIS $25,000 $19,913 79.56%
Sherman County Assessor GIS $25,000 $19,913 79.56%
Webster County Assessor GIS $25,000 $19,913 79.56%
Banner County WebGIS $9,600 $6,720 70%
Blair, City of GIS-Based Electronic Records Management $24,000 $10,080 70%
Deuel County County WebGIS $16,600 $11,620 70%
Dixon County County WebGIS $16,600 $11,620 70%
Franklin County WebGIS $9,600 $6,720 70%
Garden County County WebGIS $9,600 $6,720 70%
Johnson County WebGIS $7,000 $4,900 70%
Lexington, City of GIS-Based Electronic Records Management $24,000 $16,800 70%
Scotts Bluff County Mapping County WebGIS $25,000 $17,500 70%
York County WebGIS $25,000 $17,500 70%
Nance County County WebGIS $14,600 $10,220 70%
Agriculture, Department of Online Licensing & Fee Application Payment System $25,000 $15,000 60%
Real Estate Commission Online Continuing Education Attendance Submission $25,000 $15,000 60%
Ft. Calhoun, City of GIS Website Development & Hosting $16,500 $0 0%
Kimball County Manor Electronic Health Records $14,850 $0 0%
Scottsbluff, City of GIS Website $6,000 $0 0%

$393,950 $249,963
TOTAL 

REQUESTED
TOTAL 

RECOMMENDED

JULY 2013 NSRB GRANT AWARDS RECOMMENDATION SUMMARY
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